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Recognize His Voice
Romans 16:17-19  Now, I urge you brethren, note 
those who cause divisions and offenses, contrary to 
the doctrine which you learned and avoid them. For 
those who are such do not serve the Lord Jesus 
Christ but their own belly and by smooth words and 
flattering speech deceive the hearts of the people.

How many of us fact check everything we read, hear and watch before making 
sound judgements on its content? 

Hundreds of social media posts and news sources bleat commentary and out 
of context facts in order to get a viral reaction and therefore a following. There 
are whole websites dedicated to fact-checking online news items, helping folks 
to sort through what is urban legend, what is true or what is downright mythical. 

A distant acquaintance once went to a city council meeting, then posted the 
facts exactly opposite of how they actually happened - just to read the reaction. 
Chaos ensued because people thought what they read was fact. The person  
later went on to apologize publically, but the damage was done. And the same 
people who grabbed their pitchforks to follow their false claims, were no where 
to be found when the apology was delivered. 

We are warned of these voices, wavering through the air, choosing its next 
unsuspecting victim.  
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But they pass over those who are prayed up, and those who are studied. 
We avoid the stress of taking the wrong path and losing ourselves in 
worldly wisdom, because we have learned to recognize the false 
teachings from biblical ones. 

When we recognize the difference between them, we can more easily 
work through our problems and reduce the stress and anxiety we feel 
because they are being handled by our Lord and Savior and, not just any  
fleeting resolution. 

It's okay to want to feel good for a while and do things that make us feel 
happy - I believe God gives us a beautiful, whole world in which to enjoy, 
but if those things become our only escape, then we will fall short of the 
true joy that is meant for us in Jesus Christ. 

Call on the shepherd who recognizes your voice; whose voice you 
recognize.
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Are you prayed up and 
studied up to recognize 

his voice? 

Is there any area of 
your life where evil 

might be disguised in 
sheep's clothing? How 
will you handle that?
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